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A GIFT-PLANNING RESOURCE FOR USD ALUMNI AND FRIENDS

Mulling Over 50 Years With Father Mullen
His Planned Gift Will Benefit the Many USD Organizations He Shepherds
BY KRYSTN SHRIEVE

The proof of what Father Owen J. “OJ” Mullen means to the
University of San Diego is in the many students who for decades
have gathered at his table for lunch in the student dining room.
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Father Mullen has served many roles during his two stints on campus.
He started as a chaplain to graduate and law students. As a
retired colonel in the Army, Mullen also has connections to ROTC
students and student veterans. But he’s probably most well known
for his relationships with student-athletes — as chaplain to the
football, baseball and men’s basketball teams — and with members
of Greek Life, through his role as chapter chaplain and national
president of Phi Kappa Theta Fraternity, which with a mere seven
members, was the only fraternity at USD on campus when Mullen
first arrived at Alcalá Park in 1981.
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On May 4, 2014, he celebrated his 50th Anniversary as a priest

Tuesday, September 15, 10-11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, October 6, 10-11:30 a.m.

with a Golden Jubilee Mass in Founders Chapel.

“Elections Rule or Election Rules?”
with Dr. Randy Willoughby

“The Developmental Course of Face-ism”
with Gabriella Russo

“I broke down for the first time in my life during that Mass,”

Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumni Center

Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumni Center

represented and someone from each group was chosen to bring

Thursday, September 24, 10-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, October 14, 10-11:30 a.m.

“The Impact of Technology on Family Communication”
with Dr. Leeva Chung

“Art and Anatomy in the Italian Renaissance”
with Dr. Kevin Petti

Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumni Center

Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumni Center

Wednesday, September 30, 10-11:30 a.m.

Thursday, November 12, 10-11:30 a.m.

“Finding God in All Things: Pope Francis and the Gift
of Ignatian Spirituality” with Erin Bishop

“Shakespeare’s Women” with Dr. Maura Giles-Watson
Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumni Center

Save the Date!
� Check if new address

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumni Center

HOMECOMING AND FAMILY WEEKEND

OCTOBER 16-18, 2015
For information, go to www.sandiego.edu/hfw

Mullen says. “A lot of the organizations I’m involved with were
up the gifts during the offering. They came up one by one —

Meanwhile, Mullen worked with high school students for 17

basketball players, fraternity brothers, lots of organizations. It

years, doubling as a parish priest, before eventually becoming

was touching and I got a little choked up.”

a pastor at a parish in Bethany Beach, Del. But the lure of
working in higher education was strong and, unbeknownst to

Despite many moves and assignments, which have taken him

his superiors, he took a trip to San Diego that changed his life.

all over the United States, USD is Mullen’s home. He recently
made a planned gift to USD, which assures that, upon his

It was the summer of 1981 and he’d heard about an opening

passing, financial support will be given to all the campus

for a new position at USD. Following 21 one-on-one interviews,

organizations he holds dear.

Mullen went back to his bishop and asked for permission to

“I’ve been here 20 years now,” says Mullen who, on any given

take the job he’d already been offered.

day, can still be found eating lunch with what seems like an

That fall, Mullen became USD’s inaugural chaplain to USD’s

ever-revolving group of students in the Student Life Pavilion.

graduate and law students. He set up new programs, took

“Everyone at USD has been very good to me.”
Mullen attended La Salle Institute, a Catholic military high

students on retreats and brought in speakers from the Thomas
More Society.

school in Troy, N.Y. At 25, Mullen was ordained on May 16,

From 1981 to 1989, Mullen took on other roles — as chaplain

1964, in the Wilmington Diocese of Delaware. A graduate of

of the football, basketball and baseball teams. He also celebrated

Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Md., he went on

the Sunday evening Mass in Founders Chapel and spent time as

to Villanova University to earn a master’s degree in educational

a resident director, overseeing the RAs in DeSales Hall, the all-

psychology. In 1968, he joined the U.S. Army.

male residence hall that was later renamed Maher Hall.

Still a lieutenant colonel in the Army

moonlighting as chaplain to the Honolulu

The football team has won the Pioneer

Reserves, Mullen spent several

Police Department.

Football League championship three

weeks each summer working for the
admissions office recruiting high school

But life was about to change yet again.

times. The year 2008 saw both the men’s
and women’s basketball teams advance to

students for the United States Military

Mullen returned to Alcalá Park in June

the NCAA Tournament, where the men

Academy at West Point. In 1989, he left

2004. Jim Harbaugh had just been hired

stunned the nation by beating No. 4 seed
UCONN in overtime. In 2013, Fowler

Bridges Academy Honor Roll of Donors
The Bridges Academy Endowed Scholarship continues to grow year after year thanks to the support of many generous attendees of
the Bridges Academy Lecture Series. Each gift, no matter the size, contributes to the ability of this fund to award more impactful
scholarships for our two recipients each year. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following Bridges Academy
participants who made a gift in 2014. Thank you for bringing our students one step closer to achieving their dreams.
Jeri Keiller
Bennie and Leona Ketchum
Kathleen Kish
Agnes West-Kohler ’65
Marirose Kozak
Patricia McGann ’65
Mary McGregor
Bob and Sharon McKenzie
Tom and Claire McNamara

Dale Lindsey was named PFL Coach of the

Maurice and Gisela Alfaro
William ’72 and Joan ’71 Ames
Fred and Alice Andrus
Bill and Ellen Bach
Barbara Bartosik
Charles and Catherine Boyer
Roosevelt Brown
Marta Brown
Frances Cain ’68

Year. In baseball, shortstop Kyle Holder

For more information about how you can support the Bridges Scholarship Fund or other scholarships at USD, contact the Office of

Park became the baseball program’s
new home and the power-hitting third
baseman Kris Bryant was the second pick
overall in the MLB draft.
This year was no less stellar. Football again
won its conference title and head coach

was named WCC Player of the Year,
Dale Hill was named Pitcher of the Year,

Rosaleen Cox
Ken and Anne Denbow
Judy Eppler
Brigitte Heimers
Tom and Kathleen Hines
John and Lois Hodik
Eylon Hollaender
Dorothy Jenison
Anne-Marie Kaukonen

Jean Nemer
Tom and Jane Niemeier
Frances Rambo
Jeannette Rigsby
John ’63 and Maribeth ’65 Rodee
Mary Soares
Mary Wagner
Karen Walter ’81
Paul Zetts

Planned Giving at (619) 260-4523. To learn more about our scholarship recipients, visit www.sandiego.edu/bridges/scholarship.

infielder Bryson Brigman was recognized
Rich Hill was named Coach of the Year.

A “Simple Gift” of $580,000

“We’ve had some amazing victories and

Steve Ermenkov made a meaningful

Here’s a description of where a beneficiary designation is recommended or required.

USD to work at West Point full time as

as the football coach and asked Mullen

the Catholic Cadet Chaplain, where he

to celebrate a Mass with the players

some terrible losses,” Mullen recalls. “It

major gift in the simplest way possible.

Naming USD as the beneficiary of any of these types of assets or funds is an expedient

mentored newly enrolled cadets, was

before each game — a tradition that

was an honor to be there over the years.

He named the University of San Diego as

way to create a legacy that will live on long after you’re gone.

chaplain to the football team and coach

continues today.

to West Point’s sprint football team.
He stayed until 1997 when he was
promoted to colonel. He later retired
from the Army in 2001, just 11 days
before 9/11.

the “beneficiary” of his transfer-on-death
investment account. When he passed

“My job is simply to be their friend,”

Mullen, who’s known by students as the

away, USD immediately received all the

Mullen says of the countless students he

Harley-Davidson priest — riding for 50

assets ($580,000) in his account. This gift

knows. “I listen to them and am their

years before hanging up his helmet as

TRANSFER- ON-DEATH (TOD) INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS

will provide scholarships to USD students.

confidante.”

recently as last year. “The biggest move I

This is the type of account Ermenkov used. It’s similar to a POD account. The $580,000

Mullen has seen it all.

Following his time at West Point, the

ever made was walking into the bishop’s

There are some very good reasons to

office that morning and telling him, ‘I

designate USD as your beneficiary:
1. It’s easy and cost-free. Inquire when

Catholic Church called Mullen back to

During his second stint at USD, the

want to go to the University of San Diego.’

parish ministry and he worked for a few

football, basketball and baseball programs

It was a bold move. And it truly was a

years at a parish in Honolulu, Hawaii,

were continuously reaching new heights.

turning point in my life.”

University of San Diego Career Destinations
USD Career Services compiles data on students completing
their undergraduate degrees. This data, gathered from
multiple sources, reflects the initial career destination for
73% of those who graduated between August 2013 and
May 2014.
For more information, contact Career Services at
(619) 260-4654.

First Job Offer

91

%

of 2013-14 respondents received
their first job within three months
of graduating.

29% W ITHIN THREE MONTHS
AFTER GRADUATING

8% F OUR TO SIX MONTHS
BEFORE
GRADUATING

62%

AFTER GRADUATING

1% M ORE THAN SIX MONTHS
AFTER GRADUATING

Current Status
1% SEEKING CONTINUING
		EDUCATION

96

of 2013-14 respondents
are employed, in graduate
school, in the military, or
participating in full-time
service.

11% ENROLLED IN GRADUATE

		OR PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

2% FULL-TIME SERVICE
EMPLOYED

81%

1% TRAVEL OR PERSONAL
		COMMITMENTS
2% 	SEEKING EMPLOYMENT
2% MILITARY

Current position aligns with their
professional career goals. . . . . . .

90

%

Aerotek
Deloitte, LLP
E&J Gallo Winery
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Ernst & Young, LLP
Facebook
Frank, Rimerman + Co.
GKN Aerospace
Google
Grant Thornton, LLP
Houzz
Insight Global
KPMG, LLP

McGladrey, LLP
Nordstrom
Northrop Grumman
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Sempra Energy
Solar Turbines Incorporated
Southern Wine & Spirits
Target Corporation
Teach for America
Thermo Fisher Scientific
University of San Diego
UTC Aerospace Systems
Wells Fargo

Upon the death of an individual or surviving spouse, the funds transfer immediately to USD.

in stocks, bonds, and mutual funds was transferred to USD shortly after he passed away.
RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS

Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA), 401(k), 403(b) or other tax deferred retirement

you open an account at a bank or

accounts require you to name a beneficiary. Naming heirs as beneficiaries of these funds

brokerage or request a beneficiary

can cause tax consequences. Remember, this money has never been taxed! Advisors often

designation form from your insurance

recommend giving these to charities, which pay no tax, and leaving other assets to heirs.

company or retirement plan.

Employers of USD Graduates

%

PAYABLE- ON-DEATH (POD) BANK ACCOUNTS

“I’m not your typical parish priest,” reflects

2. When you have a will, or no will,
your estate is settled through probate
court. It’s time consuming and costly.
Direct fund transfers to a designated
beneficiary avoid probate court.
3. 	You can designate a beneficiary today,

LIFE INSURANCE

A life insurance policy is an excellent gift to USD. For an immediate charitable income
tax deduction, consider assigning ownership to USD.
CREATING AN ENDOWED FAMILY LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP

Legacy endowments are a permanent reminder to children and grandchildren of your
generosity. As the donor, you choose the guidelines for scholarship recipients. Each year

funds during your lifetime.

Please send me information about:
Naming USD in my estate plan
Making a gift that pays me income
Making a gift of real estate to USD
I have remembered the University of San Diego in my
estate plans as follows:
I/We have named USD as a beneficiary of a will or living trust.
I/We have named USD as a beneficiary in one or more of the
following:
			
IRA, pension, or other retirement account [401(k), 403(b)
or other]
			
Charitable remainder trust
Life insurance policy
			
Other (please specify)
			
Approximate amount and purpose of gift (optional)
			
I have remembered the University of San Diego in my estate plans
as described above and I wish to join the Puente de Oro Society.
Recognition options:
Please list my/our name in the Puente de Oro Society honor roll
listings as shown below.
Please do not include my/our name(s) in the Puente de Oro
Society honor roll listings.

your family will sit with your recipient at the USD Scholarship Appreciation Luncheon.

but still have full use of your funds for
life. A beneficiary has no rights to your

Leave a USD Legacy

Name(s)_______________________________________
The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. Any prospective donor should seek
the advice of a qualified estate and/or tax professional to determine the consequences of his or her gift.

Address________________________________________
City__________________________________________

Puente de Oro Society

State__________________________ ZIP ____________

Puente de Oro is Spanish for “Bridge of Gold.” It signifies gifts of extraordinary
generosity from one generation to another. Through such benevolence — which is not

Phone_________________________________________

marked by levels of giving, but generosity of spirit — planned giving donors ensure
USD will continue to excel, meeting higher aspirations with each graduating class.

Email_________________________________________

MOISTEN GLUE STRIP TO SEAL

as Freshman of the Year and head coach

