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A Lasting Impression
A Donor’s Connection to USD Has Already Lasted More Than a Half
Century But Her Planned Gift Assures it Lasts Even Longer
BY KRYSTN SHRIEVE
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Reggie Smith still remembers the day she first saw the bronze
statue of San Diego de Alcalá on the lawn outside Copley
Library. One hand was outstretched. The other hand carried
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Upcoming Events

a basket of fruit. For her, this statue, which that day had a ray
of sunshine glistening off the

Thursday, April 7, 10 a.m.

Thursday, April 14, 12-2:15 p.m.

Friday, April 22, 7:30 p.m.

McNair Research: “Agency,
Intentionality, and Creativity” and
“On The Ground: Facing Fukushima”
with Theodore Davis and Kayleigh Ward

“Creative Collaborations,” a showcase
of undergraduate research

“Let The River Run,”
Choral Concert

Hahn University Center

Shiley Theatre, Camino Hall

Church and the higher calling of

Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumi Center

Thursday, April 14, through
Sunday, April 17

Tuesday, May 3, 7:30 p.m.

to walk humbly and to help those

Wednesday, April 13, 10 a.m.

Graduate Theatre presents
“Acquainted with the Night”

Concert Band performance

less fortunate.

Shiley Theatre, Camino Hall

“Monitoring and Mitigating
Human Impacts on Coral Reefs”
with Dr. Sarah Gray
Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumi Center

Studio Theatre, Sacred Heart Hall
Wednesday, April 20, 10 a.m.
“Who Will Be the Largest Heir
of your Retirement Plan?”
with Jeanne Bradford-Odorico
Bridges Academy, Degheri Alumni Center

shoulder, represented both the
social teachings of the Catholic
everyone at USD — to live justly,

It was that higher calling that
made her fall in love with the
University of San Diego and it’s
why she’s remained an active
volunteer and a supportive donor
for more than a half century.
“This place is special,” says Smith,
early 1960s and is the parent of a School of Law graduate. “Its
beautiful gardens, fountains, art and architecture — combined
with a broad and deep liberal arts education — also make its
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who first visited campus in the

Puente de Oro Society

students special.

Puente de Oro is Spanish for “Bridge of Gold.” It signifies gifts of extraordinary

“They aren’t just earning a degree, they’re learning a philosophy

generosity from one generation to another. Through such benevolence — which is not

of life,” she continues. “They’re learning a respect for dignity,

marked by levels of giving, but generosity of spirit — planned giving donors ensure

the value of hard work and accomplishment, a commitment to

USD will continue to excel, meeting higher aspirations with each graduating class.

individuals and community, and a love of lifelong learning.”

Smith has been an integral part of many campus endeavors,
even before the San Diego College for Women and the
San Diego College for Men merged in 1972 to form what
is now the University of San Diego.
She worked with Sister Sally
Furay and later Judy Rauner to
establish what is now the Karen
and Tom Mulvaney Center for
Community, Awareness and Social
Action. It started with five USD
students tutoring children from
the Hmong community in math
and English at the library in Linda
Vista. Recently, students working
through the Mulvaney Center
logged nearly 464,000 hours in
myriad community engagement
activities.
“This program has grown beyond
all my dreams,” she says. “Today,
the work of those students can be seen all over the world.
I can’t tell you how happy that makes me.”
Smith served on the President’s Advisory Council for USD’s
first president, Author E. Hughes. She helped establish and
served for three years as the inaugural board president of the
Manchester Family Child Development Center, which in
Continued on next page

Bridges Scholarship Corner
positions including vice president for
finance and philanthropy marketing chair.
She’s also a member of Beta Alpha Psi, the
honors society for accounting, finance, and
information science majors, and says that
experience provided the encouragement
to apply for internships, jobs, and
international experiences.

Next month several of our donors will receive
a check from the University of San Diego.
They will receive a payment every quarter —
for life!
They have all made a gift to the USD Charitable Gift Annuity fund. Our
gift annuity pays a fixed percentage of the initial gift amount. Your fixed
payment could equal 5 to 9 percent of your gift amount.
All payments are fixed and guaranteed for life by the University of San Diego.
If you would like to know more about how the USD Gift Annuity works,
please call John Phillips at (619) 260-4523 or email jphillips@sandiego.edu.
2015 celebrated its 25 anniversary. And
she also served on the Committee for the
Protection of Human Subjects, which
oversaw the safety of people participating
in research projects through the Hahn
School of Nursing.
th

THE INFORMATION IN THIS PUBLICATION IS NOT INTENDED AS LEGAL ADVICE. ANY PROSPECTIVE
DONOR SHOULD SEEK THE ADVICE OF A QUALIFIED ESTATE AND/OR TAX PROFESSIONAL TO
DETERMINE THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS OR HER GIFT. THE CALIFORNIA LIFE INSURANCE
GUARANTEE ASSOCIATION DOES NOT BACK UP PAYMENTS OF ANNUITIES.

Smith also knew Joan B. Kroc, and her
daughter, and has been involved with, and
a strong supporter of, USD’s Institute for
Peace and Justice since the beginning.

Remington Mosey grew up in San Diego
and chose USD after being accepted
to every college to which she applied,
including several out-of-state schools.
A senior this year, she shared that each
year she is more thankful for her decision,
saying “the education, the people, the life
lessons I’ve had are some of the best
I could expect from a college experience.”

“I look at the IPJ and all the things the
School of Peace Studies is doing and I
know Mrs. Kroc would have been proud,”
Smith says. “The Women PeaceMakers,
for example, are so inspiring. They have
fought against injustice, they have crossed
the most difficult boundaries and they have
done great things to make the world
a better place.”

Mosey has taken advantage of many
opportunities for involvement throughout
her four years at USD. Going outside
of her comfort zone freshman year, she
participated in sorority recruitment, which
she credits with teaching her interview
and conversation skills that have helped
in her job search. Since joining Alpha
Chi Omega, Mosey has held leadership

These are just a few of the programs
Smith will continue to support through
her planned gift to USD. By including the
University of San Diego in her estate she
is assuring many of the programs she’s
been part of will continue to thrive for
generations to come.
“I’m proud to know that each program
I helped start has flourished,” Smith
says. “And I’m so proud when I see the
university investing in experts to teach
our students and oversee our programs.
I was thrilled when USD opened the new
Shiley-Marcos School of Engineering
because it’s an amazing complement to
the rest of USD’s curriculum.”
Smith says she feels lucky that USD has
been such an important part of her life.
“The only way that a university can grow,
expand and maintain so many important
programs is through the help of its donors.
This university has been an exciting place
to be and I can’t imagine what my life
would have been like without USD. I’m
grateful that I’ve been able to be part of
USD’s growth and change over the years
and I can’t think of a better place to invest
my time and my treasure.”

Alec Palmer and Remington Mosey
On Dec. 2, 2015, the newest recipients
of the Bridges Academy Endowed
Scholarship joined members of Bridges
Academy for the annual Holiday Luncheon.
Remington Mosey ’16 and Alec Palmer ’18
had the opportunity to meet and thank
donors, whose generosity has allowed
the scholarship to grow. The scholarship
is awarded to one fine arts student and
one general education student per year,
and was established in 2005. Mosey and
Palmer each received a $3,300 scholarship
toward the cost of their USD education.

Mosey also took the opportunity to study
abroad with the accounting program.
Her class visited firms and businesses
in London, Paris and Rome to observe
international experiences and differences.
She shared that the three-week program
was “life changing.”
She has been offered a full-time job that
she looks forward to beginning after
graduation. With emotion that was felt
by every attendee at the luncheon, she
told the audience “I couldn’t have done it
without the people here at USD and the
generous donors who have helped me to
have this great experience.”
Alec Palmer is a second-year student
hailing from East Haven, Conn. He
discovered the power of getting involved
and facing fears in high school, where he
was a newcomer at a small private school
where most other students had grown up
together. Beginning as an “overwhelmed
freshman,” Palmer played football and
lacrosse, got involved in theatre and, by
his senior year, he served as the student
body president.
A family trip to Los Angeles led to a
spontaneous drive to San Diego to check
out USD, and Palmer says that as soon
as they arrived, “I knew I was at home.”
Attracted to the strong academic programs
and small class sizes, Palmer was especially
drawn to the Choral Scholars program,

which became one of his main reasons for
choosing USD. He shares that “the music
department is something especially unique
with such well-rounded professors who
truly love teaching music.”
Palmer’s passion for involvement led
him to join the fraternity Phi Gamma
Delta, University Ministry, and Out-ofState Student Council. He shared that the
opportunities for community service that
these groups provide are “unforgettable,”
as he has volunteered for Relay for Life,
performed at the Ronald McDonald House,
and traveled to Tijuana, Mexico, on a daytrip to help build a classroom and spend
time with families
at a shelter for HIV patients.
Palmer is majoring in music and
marketing. A self-described “creative
extrovert,” he discovered a passion
for performing at a young age and is
interested in using his education to work
in the entertainment industry, ideally for a
late night TV show. “You might be looking
at the future talk show host of the Late
Night Show,” he said to the laughter and
applause of the Bridges Academy audience.
Palmer shared that as a first-generation
college student, he recognizes the
importance of scholarships and financial
aid and plans to give back to students
in need one day. Thanking the Bridges
Academy donors, he said receiving this
scholarship “motivated me to continue to
excel in all that I am involved in and it is
truly such an honor.”
Mosey’s and Palmer’s full speeches
are available to read online under the
Bridges Academy Scholarship tab at
www.sandiego.edu/bridges.

For more information about the many ways you can support the Bridges Endowed Scholarship Fund or other scholarship funds on campus, please contact the
Office of Planned Giving at (619) 260-4523.

WHAT LEGACY
WILL YOU LEAVE?

Have you considered a bequest to the University of San Diego?
By designating a USD scholarship fund as a beneficiary in your will,
living trust, or insurance policy, you enhance the lives of future
Toreros and help them realize their dreams.
For more information, call the Office of Planned Giving
at (619) 260-4523 or email jphillips@sandiego.edu.

You Don’t Have to Pay Taxes on Your IRA Distributions
Everyone who is age 70 ½ or older and
owns a traditional Individual Retirement
Account (IRA) knows the law requires
that they take annual withdrawals.
These minimum required distributions
(MRD) are fully taxable. Many retirees
are fortunate enough to be able to live
comfortably without this extra taxable
income. There is a severe penalty for not
taking your distribution. A tax-smart move
would be to give your MRD to a qualified
charity, like the University of San Diego.
By doing so, you would avoid paying any
tax on your distribution. It is called a
Charitable IRA Rollover.

administrator to USD. If you withdraw the
money and then make the gift you will be
taxed on the amount you withdraw. These
qualified charitable distributions (QCD)
can be made anytime during the year. As
of Jan. 1, 2016, there is no expiration —
the law has become permanent! Each gift
reduces your required distribution.

contribute up to $100,000 to charity
from your respective IRAs that will not be
taxable. If you donate $10,000 from your
IRA directly to a charity and you are in
the 28 percent tax bracket, you will avoid
$2,800 in taxes. But even a smaller $1,500
President’s Club level gift would reduce
your tax bill by $420.

You must be age 70 ½ or older when
the transfer is made. Direct transfers to
qualified charities are not included as
income on your federal tax return. You
do not get a charitable deduction, but not
counting transfers as taxable income is the
equivalent of a charitable deduction.

As you plan your minimum distribution
for 2016, consider making a gift using the
Charitable IRA Rollover.

Tax-free IRA gifts of up to $100,000
must be transferred directly from the IRA

If you are married and file a joint tax
return, you and your spouse can each

For more information about the Charitable IRA
Rollover, call John Phillips at (619) 260-4523 or
email jphillips@sandiego.edu

Leave a USD Legacy
Please send me information about:
Naming USD in my estate plan
Making a gift that pays me income
Making a gift of real estate to USD
I have remembered the University of San Diego in my
estate plans as follows:
I/We have named USD as a beneficiary of a will or living trust.
I/We have named USD as a beneficiary in one or more of the
following:
			
IRA, pension, or other retirement account [401(k), 403(b)
or other]
			
Charitable remainder trust
Life insurance policy
			
Other (please specify)
			
Approximate amount and purpose of gift (optional)
			
I have remembered the University of San Diego in my estate plans
as described above and I wish to join the Puente de Oro Society.
Recognition options:
Please list my/our name in the Puente de Oro Society honor roll
listings as shown below.
Please do not include my/our name(s) in the Puente de Oro
Society honor roll listings.
Name(s)_______________________________________
Address________________________________________
City__________________________________________
State__________________________ ZIP ____________
Phone_________________________________________
Email_________________________________________

MOISTEN GLUE STRIP TO SEAL

How to Increase Your Income —
Guaranteed!

