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Rosemary (Masterson) 

’70, ’90 (MA) and Walt ’68 

Johnston answered the call. 

And for that the alumni at  

the University of San Diego 

will always be grateful.

Walt Johnston graduated 

from the San Diego College 

for Men in 1968. Nearly 

two years later, on Jan. 10, 

1970, he married his college 

sweetheart, Rosemary 

Masterson, between the 

semesters of her senior year 

at the San Diego College  

for Women. 

That summer the phone rang 

in their apartment, located 

not too far from campus. The person on the other end 

invited the couple to be founding members of what would 

become a joint Alumni Association.

The couple attended that meeting nearly 50 years ago  

and has been serving the University of San Diego ever  

since — most recently by establishing a scholarship that 

will benefit Toreros for generations to come.

“We’re a blessed family,” Walt says. “If I hadn’t picked up 

the phone that day, or if I had said no to the person on 

the other end, our lives may not have taken the same path. 

God was looking out for us.”

Walt started at the College for Men in 1961 after attending 

University High School, just across the street from the 

college campus. He left briefly to attend community college 

and work before returning to USD in the fall of 1966. 

He met Rosemary at a dance 

following a party with his 

fraternity, Tau Kappa Epsilon. 

He didn’t ask her out, but 

got a second chance the year 

after he graduated when a 

friend invited him to a ball 

at the Hotel del Coronado. 

Rosemary, a junior, was 

there as well, with a date of 

her own. He saw her from 

a balcony, while she was 

dancing on the floor below. 

This time he wouldn’t let  

the chance slip through  

his fingers. 

He called her on a 

Wednesday night, crossed 

his fingers and asked her out. She asked him to hold for a 

minute, came back on the line, and said yes. He asked her 

to marry him on their third date.

It was the summer of 1969. Neil Armstrong landed on 

the moon and, very fittingly, Walt was over the moon for 

Rosemary. They spent the next few months hanging out in 

Pasadena, where she was home for the summer and where 

he was working for General Electric. 

“We would go to coffee shops and talk about everything 

from politics to how many children we wanted to have 

someday,” Walt recalls. “Rosemary went back to San Diego  

for her senior year and I moved to San Diego and started 

working for Traveler’s Insurance Company.” 

It was a fortuitous move.

Sunday, July 14, 2 p.m.

Wine Classic

Joan B. Kroc Institute  
for Peace and Justice

Learn more at sandiego.edu/wineclassic

Sunday, Aug. 4, noon

USD Day at the Races

Del Mar Racetrack

Learn more at alumni.sandiego.edu

Coming Soon

The fall schedule for the Bridges 
Academy Lecture Series will be 
announced in August.

Continued on next page

Upcoming Events

N A R R AT I V E  I M A G E S  P H O T O G R A P H Y

H O M E C O M I N G  &  F A M I L Y  W E E K E N D  2 0 1 9H O M E C O M I N G  &  F A M I LY  W E E K E N D  2 0 19

S A V E  T H E  D A T E           |          O C T O B E R  3 - 6 ,  2 0 1 9          |           S A N D I E G O . E D U / H F W



Leave Your Legacy at USD 
  Please send me information about:

 Naming USD in my estate plan
 Making a gift that pays me income 
 Making a gift of real estate to USD

   I have remembered the University of San Diego in my  
estate plans as follows:

 I/We have named USD as a beneficiary of a will or living trust.
 I/We have named USD as a beneficiary in one or more of the 

following:
   IRA, pension, or other retirement account [401(k), 403(b)  

or other]
   Charitable remainder trust
   Life insurance policy
   Other (please specify)
   Approximate amount and purpose of gift (optional)

   I have remembered the University of San Diego in my estate plans  
as described above and I wish to join the Puente de Oro Society.  
Recognition options:

 Please list my/our name in the Puente de Oro Society honor roll 
listings as shown below.

 Please do not include my/our name(s) in the Puente de Oro  
Society honor roll listings.

Name(s) ______________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City _________________________________________

State _________________________ ZIP ____________ 

Phone ________________________________________

Email ________________________________________
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It was there where Walt met a man 

who owned a small insurance agency 

with one full-time employee and 

another who worked part-time. Walt 

worked his way up and took the 

business over nine years later. Today, 

Teague Insurance has 52 employees 

and is now run by the couple’s eldest 

son, Byron Johnston.

Rosemary, who double-majored in 

English and history, started at the San 

Diego College for Women in the fall 

of 1966 on a four-year California State 

Scholarship, now called the Pell Grant. 

She lived nearby with her aunt and 

uncle her freshman year. Her uncle 

dropped her off in the morning and 

picked her up in the afternoon. As a 

day student, she wasn’t involved much 

in campus life — but that all changed 

the following year.

She moved to campus her  

sophomore year and got involved 

with the school newspaper, eventually 

serving as a co-editor with her 

classmate, Belita Taylor. 

The decision shaped the trajectory of 

her professional life.

Her junior year she became a resident 

assistant in Stuart Hall in Founders 

Hall, an all-women’s residence hall for 

freshmen and sophomores.

Rosemary remembers praying in 

Founders Chapel — especially before 

a test. She remembers when students 

from the College for Women could 

start taking classes at the College for 

Men and vice versa. She was the only 

woman in an ethics class being taught 

by Father Bill Shipley. One of her 

classmates was Dan Dillabough ’70, 

USD’s vice president for Mission  

and Ministry. 

She remembers students protesting 

the Vietnam War. She remembers that 

women couldn’t wear pants and that 

“IT’S A CALLING”  
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she had to do her laundry off campus. 

She remembers waiting in line to talk 

on the public pay phone at the end of 

the hallway. Sometimes girls would 

hog the phone and other times the 

rings would go unanswered. 

It was her job to conduct bed checks 

and shine a flashlight into rooms 

to make sure her residents were 

all back in their rooms by curfew. 

She remembers that sometimes her 

flashlight would go missing.

Curfew was at 10 p.m. on weeknights 

and midnight on weekends. When 

they left campus, the women had to 

fill out cards listing where they were 

going and who they were with. When 

they returned, they had to shift their 

card from the “out” column to the  

“in” column. 

“The doors were locked after curfew,” 

Rosemary says. “If you were late you 

had to line up at the door. The nuns 

would open the doors and take down 

the girls’ names. If you had too many 

offenses, you would get ‘campused’ 

for the weekends. It was kind of like 

being grounded.”

Rosemary and Walt cherished their 

time on campus. They each went 

on to have great success in their 

professional careers, all while raising 

four children. Walt excelled in the 

insurance industry and served on 

state educational committees and 

as president of the Independent 

Insurance Agents and Brokers of San 

Diego. Rosemary became a lifelong 

journalist and came back to USD to 

earn a master’s degree in practical 

theology in 1990. She served as 

executive director of the Interfaith 

Shelter Network of San Diego for 

17 years prior to her retirement five 

years ago. In addition to being active 

in interfaith dialogue events in San 

Diego, she worked closely with the 

Muslim community after the terrorist 

attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, to educate 

the wider community about what 

Islam teaches and what it abhors. 

Rosemary has also been active in 

advocacy for homeless people and 

immigrant rights for 30 years. 

The couple has served on the Alumni 

Association that they helped establish, 

each serving as president. They have 

planned Homecoming festivities, as 

well as many other events hosted by 

the Alumni Association. Walt, an 

amateur photographer, can often be 

seen behind the camera capturing 

cherished memories of tailgate events.

In honor of their service, Rosemary 

received the Bishop Charles Francis 

Buddy Award in 1980. Walt received 

the same honor in 1987. They have 

also been instrumental in capturing 

the stories of USD alumni and leaders 

in an ongoing video series known as 

the USD Alumni History Project.

Information in this publication 
is not intended as legal advice. 
Any prospective donor should 
seek the advice of a qualified 
legal or tax professional to 
determine the consequences 
of his or her gift.  
 
The California Life Insurance 
Guaranty Association does not 
back up payments of annuities.

For information about the Bridges 
Academy Endowed Scholarship, 
our programs or events, or any 
other details presented in this 
newsletter, please contact the 

Office of Planned Giving.

Erin Kathleen Jones

Director of Planned Giving  
and Major Gifts

Phone: (619) 260-4523

Email: ekjones@sandiego.edu

Recently, Walt celebrated his 50th 

reunion and was inducted as a Golden 

Torero. To celebrate the milestone, he 

and Rosemary made a gift to establish 

an endowed scholarship fund that will 

support future Toreros in perpetuity.

“I’m really grateful to the people who 

believed in my potential and invested 

in my future when I was a student and 

relied on scholarships,” Rosemary says. 

“This is a way for us to pay it forward, 

knowing that there will always be 

students like me who couldn’t afford 

to go to college without the help of 

financial aid.” 

Bridges Scholarship Corner

Puente de  
Oro Society
Puente de Oro is Spanish for 

“Bridge of Gold.” It signifies 

gifts of extraordinary generosity 

from one generation to another. 

Through such benevolence — 

which is not marked by levels  

of giving, but generosity of  

spirit — planned giving donors 

ensure USD will continue to 

excel, meeting higher aspirations 

with each graduating class.

As 2018 came to a close and the 

holiday season began, Bridges 

Academy guests gathered at a 

luncheon to celebrate the most recent 

recipients of the Bridges Endowed 

Scholarship. University of San Diego 

students Gloria Sandoval ’19 and 

DeZell Lathon ’19 were awarded the 

scholarship for the 2018-19  

academic year. 

At the annual luncheon, Sandoval 

and Lathon shared stories about their 

journeys to USD, their experiences 

on campus, and their plans for the 

future. It was also a time for the 

recipients to meet and thank those 

who donated to the Bridges  

Endowed Scholarship. 

The Bridges Academy Lecture Series 

has established a presence on campus 

as a continuing education program 

for those 55 and older. Guests are 

welcomed to USD to enjoy a variety 

of lectures from leading faculty. The 

Bridges Endowed Scholarship, largely 

supported by the attendees of Bridges 

Academy, has been awarded to two 

students per year since 2005. 

The growth of this fund has allowed 

USD to provide larger scholarships 

each year, greatly impacting the 

lives of the deserving students. The 

first Bridges Endowed Scholarships 

were awarded in 2005 for $1,000 per 

student. In the 2018-19 academic 

year, each scholarship recipient was 

awarded $4,350.

We hope you enjoy photos from the 

celebration — and we look forward 

to seeing you there in 2019! For more 

information on Bridges Academy, the 

Bridges Endowed Scholarship, and 

scholarship recipients, please visit  

www.sandiego.edu/bridges. 


